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ABSTRACT

General Education and Cultural Attainment
Education in the University

WANG Yiqiu Page 2

This paper describes the process of the implementation of general education in Chinese universi-
ties. General education is a reform strategy adopted by the Chinese universities to move from the
over-specialized education established during the planned econoniy 1o a new system more in line
with the social needs of the market economy. The “Cultural Attainment Education” launched in
Chinese universities since 1995 has promoted the implementation of general education, while
the liberal education in Western countries and general education in Hong Kong and Taiwan have
also helped the process in Mainland China. The common courses are the basic means to carry
out general education in Chinese universities. The essential function of general education is to
help students to acquire the right attitude and ability te be a person and to do things. The author
clarifies the principles, requirements, methods and especially the competence of teachers for
implementing common courses. The relation between general education and the * Cultural At-

tainment Education” is also discussed.

General Education in Current Universities

ZHANG Yixing Page 9

This paper discusses some major issues on general education in current universities in China.
These issues include significations and meanings of general education, functions of common
courses, and the establishment of teaching force. The author’s viewpoints come from research

and practice in recent years, and they are discussible with different understandings.

Cultivation of College Students in the Twenty First Century.
Fusion of General Education and Specialty Education

HUANG Junjie Page 19

This paper analyzes three defining characters of the lifestyle in the twenty-first century, namely,
globalization, information society and “knowledge-based economy”. Three ideas for cultivating
the value orientation of university students in the new century are suggested accordingly: to pro-
mote dialogue between “tradition” and “modernity”, to increase interaction between “science

and technology” and “the humanities” , and to strengthen integration between “ global perspec-
tive” and “indigenous culture”. Based on the above three ideas, the paper points out three ed-
ucation strategies to establish a value orientation in university students through instructional ac-
tivities. The first strategy is to promote classical education in order to provide students with a re-

newed contact with traditional culture, thus making full use of cultural resources to create an
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improved future. This is the education strategy of “returning to the root to establish the new.
The second strategy is to respond to the rift between “technology”™ and “the humanities” in the

.

process of university instruction by strengthening the “science, technology and society” (STS)
curriculum, so that students can delve into a deeper analysis of the human problems arising
from the rapid development of technology. This effort will enact a fusion of general education
and specialty education as well as nurturing the critical thinking skills and originality necessary
to intellectuals in the twenty first century. The third strategy is to provide a rich curriculum in
the East Asian traditional humanities and delve deeply into this age-old cultural tradition, so as
to establish a value orientation for contemporary East Asian youth. Only in this way will East A-
sian intellectuals be able to stand up from the domination of cultural hegemony of the West and

assert their own value orientation and position.

The Basic Ideas and A Curricular Design
on General Education in the University

HUANG Kunjin Page 26

This article researches the development of general education in the university from liberal edu-
cation, and common course, to the current general education. The author tries to clarify the
basic ideas of liberal education vs. vocational education, common course vs. elective course,
and general education vs. specialized education. The article argues that specialized education
should be integrated with general education in order to become specialty education. There are
logical orders, different meanings and relations among education, curriculum, subject matter,
instruction and evaluation of general education. To improve the curricular design in general ed-
ucation, this article suggests following principles; laying a solid foundation or providing reme-
dy, extensive coverage or multiplicity of contents, advanced or integrated levels or dimensions.
The abilities to be attained through general education are: clear and explicit expression, com-
prehensive and integrated judgment, and holistic personality. With some American famous uni-
versities as examples, the author appeals to strengthening general education to achieve excel-

lence in the university education.

The Idea, Goal and Model of Humanity Education in Universities

GAN Yang Page 38

Humanity education in Chinese universities concerns a transformation in the Chinese undergrad-
vate education, from a model of focusing only on specialty education without general education
to a model of “specialty education on the basis of general education”. This article first raises 7
problems in the humanity education in Chinese universities, before discussing the historical de-
velopment of the general education in the U. S. modern universities in the past century. The ar-
ticle points out that the key feature of the U. S. general education is attaching great importance
to humanity studies and social sciences, through reading classics in depth by way of small dis-
cussion groups. Based on this argument, the author points out that the so-called “ Harvard Mod-

el” is rather misleading to Chinese universities. The Chinese way of implementing general edu-



