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cy was driven by the needs of higher education system; it’ s an inside-out process.
The policy networks were highly centralized and integrated. Tennessee Higher Edu-
cation Commission (THEC) was the center of the network. As for outcome based
funding policy, the policy networks were open, and some external actors ( such as
the governor and policy entrepreneurs) became the center of the networks. THEC
worked as a “bridge” in the network. These two kinds of networks were formed by
different institutional environment while interstate policy entrepreneurs played an im-

portant role in the process.

Reconstruction of General Education in Japanese Universities in the
21st Century; Comparison of Two Modes between Tokyo University
and Kyoto University

LU Yi Page 166

The year 1991 witnessed the institutional collapse of general education in Japanese
universitiesSince then, the deficiency of elite education has become increasingly evi-
dent, for the universities have not provided rigorous and holistic education enough for
the most excellent young people for more than twenty years. Pressed by fierce inter-
national competition and the crisis of elite education, Tokyo University and Kyoto
University declared, coincidentally in 2013, to launch large-scale reforms on under-
graduate education centering on general education. Tokyo University, relying on the
collaboration between its general education department and other departments, would
establish and improve the mechanism for undergraduate talent cultivation. The new
mechanism includes admission under wider discipline category, 2-year general edu-
cation, choice of major and 2-year professional education. Kyoto University provides
systematic curriculum resources of general education for the departmenté to manage
their four-year cultivation, without setting up a new general education department.
This comparative study of the two general education modes in top Japanese universi-

ties will shed light to the general education reform in China.



